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A Letter t S ME ERELL | 


Aſſize Sermon: 


{ 


Preach'd at St. Mary's in Oxford, March gth, 17 


Occaſion'd by His > 


a——— 


Aving lately Peruſed your Aſſixe Sermon, Preach' 4 at 
St. Mary's in Oxford, I was very much ſurpriz d to find 
one, who pretends to be of the Church of England, 

A ould ſo far forget his Profeſſion, as to Diveſt him- 

ſelf al all the Marks of Chriſtianity, and inſtead of Manifeſting 9 

any part of that Charity, Meekneſs, and Humility, which the Goſ |} 

pel every where recommends, fhould, even in Nr very Pulpit, 419 
break out into the moſt Turbulent and S-urrilous Invectives, that 

deprav'd Nature ever ſuggeſted to the moſt exaſ perated Worlds 
ling. I have therefore undertaken ro Write to you in this Pub- 
lick manner, that no Body may be ſo far deceiv d as co take the 

Meaſures, eicher of the Education at our Univerſities, or of the 

Spirit of our Divines, or of the Prudence, Piety, and Boche ob 

the Church of England, from the Inconſi detate Buffoonery of ſoo 

Vile an Inter loper, as you have ſhown your ſelf. Thoſe Gar- 

dens of Ours uſe to bear much better Fruit: There may indeed 

ſometimes happen an ill Year, or there may be ſuch a Crab» f 

Stock as cannot by all Ingratting be Corrected; but general] vit 

proves otherwiſe. ' Once, perhaps, in an Age, there may ariſe! , 1 


Wen a 3 ofa Man inthe Uniyerſity, (where molt Men Learn 1 
Bi» 4A 3 better 4 


(2) 
better Arts and better Manners) and from thence may creep into 
the Church, as ſhall neither know, or care how, to behave himſelf, 
to God or Man; and who having never ſeen the Receptacle of 
Grace or Conſcience at an Anatomical Diſſection, may therefore 
conclude that there's no ſuch Matter, or no ſuch Obligation 
among Chriſtians, who ſhall ſtrive to put the World into Blood, 
and Animate Princes to be the Fxecutioners of the beſt of their 
Subjects. That all this is pollible, you are a Living Proof, as I 
hope I ſhall make it appear in the Subſequent part of this Epiſtle. 

Lou have thought fit to Intitle your Sermon The Nature and 
Miſchief of Prejudice and Partiality Stated, which I cannot but ob- 
ſerve was a very unneceſſary Undertaking in you, who in your own 

Nature, plainly demonſtrate that of Partiality and Prejudice, and 
by your whole Life and Converſation give the World juſt reaſon 
to apprehend the Miſchief, the Violent and Furious Temper of 
ſo het Headed an Incendiary may — to the Church and 
State. From what particular Cauſe your Prejudice proceeds; 

Whether it be your Complexional Vice, for as you are pleas d to 

Obſerve in the 12th Page of your Sermon, Where a Mans Nature 

is wrought up with Impetuoſity and Fire, the Spirit will exert it ſelf 

in Boldneſs and Ambition, in Rage and Raſbneſs, in Turbulency and 

Choler, which will make all his Counſels Sanguine and Precipitate, 

bis Action UVnadviſed and Unſteady : Or whether it be the effect 

of Education and Cuſtom, Ignorance and Affectation, Converſa- 
tion and Company, Authority, and Example, Intereſt and Party, 
or a Vitious and Debauch d Life; (from ſome of which you ſay 
all the Prejudice that Reigns in the World ariſes.) I ſhall not go 
about to determine, tho I'm enclin'd to believe they have all in 
ſome meaſure Contributed to make you the moſt Partial and 
Prejudic d Man, that any Age or Nation hath produc d. This 
will appear, 1ſt. from your Appropriating all the Loyalty to a 
S. +» particular 


4. 


particular Set of Zealots and Bigotsz Who, in ſpight of Fate, 


will be accounted the Church of England. adly, from your Inſi> | 


nuating in your Dedication, and in the 56 page of your Nau- 


ſeous Diſcourſe, That the Crown can never reſt ſafe and ſecure on | 


the Princes Head, but as tis upheld by the Principles and Doctrine 


f the Church. 3dly, From your immoderate Railing againſt the 


whole Body of the Non-Conformiſto, whom you Repreſent to be | 


all, ro a Man, Schiſmaticks and Hypocrites, Men of moſt Peſtiſent 
Republican Principles, and eo nomine Enemies to Monarchy, 


Traytors andRebels, {ſuch Miſcreants as never were in the World 


before; and fit to be pack d out of it with the firſt convenience. 


4thly, By your recommending Perſecution, and reproaching the 


Government for its too great Mildneſs. | 

As to your firſt point, 'tis plain they, whom you call the Only 
true Churchmen, are Men void of all Conſideration and Mode- 
ration; and I defie you to give one inſtance of any of them, 
either of the Clergy or Laity, who, ſince they have got into Power 
or Office, did ever make the leaſt Experiment, or Overture to- 


- wards the Peace of the Church, and the Nation they Live in; 


which, in theſe Divided times, are the beſt Inſtances Men in 


Power can give of their Aﬀection to the Covernment they've the 
Happineſs to ſerve: As for thoſe among the Clergy, whom you 
may think worthy of the High Title of Good Churchmen, they 
are the Politick-would-be's of that Body; not Biſbope, but Men that 


have a Mind to be Biſhops, and that will do any thing in the 
World to compaſs it. They are Men of a Fiery Nature, that 


muſt always be uppermoſt, and ſo they may increaſe their own 
| ſplendor, care not, tho' they {et all on Flame about them; you 
would think (L beg your Pardon Sir, I mean any Body elle would 


think) the ſame day they took up Divinity, they Diveſted them- 


ſelves of Humanity, and ſo they may Procyre and Execute a Law 


againſt 


(4) 
againſt 'Diſſexters, that they had forgot the Goſpel. They can- 
Te . fluege al Meeknels, that Snineſsof Man 
ners and -Converfatton; which is the true way of gainiag Repu- 
tation and Authority to the Clergy, much leſs can they Content 
themſelves with the Ordinary and Comfortable Proviſion that is 
made for the Miniſtry, But having wholly Calculated themſelves 
for Preferment, and Grandeur, Know and Practice no other 
means to make themſelves Venerable, but by Ceremony and 
Severity ; whereas the higheſt Advantage of Promotion, is the 
opportunity of Condeſcention, and the greateſt Dignity in our 
Church, can but raiſe them to the Title of Tour Grace, which is 
in the Latin Veſtra Clementia: Whether this be the true way of 
Ingratiating your ſelves with / a Pious, Generous, and Diſcern- 
ing Queen, I meddle not; That which only raiſes my Indigna- 
tion is, That of all forts of Men, this kind of Clergy ſhould al- 
ways be for the moſt Precipitate and Sanguinary Councils. The 
former Civililſ ar cannot make them Wiſe, nor Her Majeſties 
Happy and Proſperous Reign, Good Natured; but they are ſtill 
for running things up unto the {ame fatal Extreams. The gen- 
tleneſs of Chriſtianity, in which they have been Nurtur'd, hath 
but Exaſperated their Nature; and they ſcem to have Contract 
ed no Idea of Wiſdom but what they Learn'd at School, the 
Pedantry of Whipping. They take themſelves qualified to Preach 
the Golpel, and no lets fir to Intermeddle in Affairs of State; 
tho the elch of their Divinity 1 is but to Perſecution, and an 
Inquiſit ition is the- height of their Policy. © me). 03 1 
As to your 2d point of the Churches lecuring the Crown on 
the Queens Head. Give me leave, good Worthy Sir,; to call chat, 
| your Fuſb- Pin- Divinity; for you dunks thereby periwade chico 
that there cannot a Pin be pullꝰd out of the Church, but the State 
immediately Totters. It's true indeed, and we have had Ex- 


11. periments 


\ 


perunents: of it that ſome C ergy-Men have been ſo F L 


thas chey haye raches expoſed the are. ta Ruin) than they woull 
Pry: ONS, Ping I wil of the Church, bur out of 
their Sleeve, There is r | 
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; ; a A Hs Düngen ft rio 
their Sleev There 15 nothing more Natural than Pie Ivy to 
F- 1 3. 048 FR. 2 ich G11, 1894 8 * * 
be of Opinion that the Oak cannot ſtand without its Support: Or, 
Seeing we are got into Ivy, that the Church cannot hold up 


9 


any longer, chan it under Props the Walls. Whercas it is æSnea- 
king Inſinuating Imp, ſcarce better than Bind weed, that ſucks 
the Tree Dry, and moulders the Building where it Catches; ſo 
that till you will, vouchſafe to bring ſome better Authority than 
your ownDogmagical Ipſe Dixit : You muſt not take it ill if Peo- 
ple are not preſently perſwaded, That, but for your Afliſtance, 
Princes might go a Begging; and that the Church, that is, you and 
your Party, have the 7us Patronatus of the Kingdom, and may | 
Preſent. whom y ou think fitting to the Crown of England. This 
i indeed ſomething like the Return of Foper); and right 


* P 
1 » 


©: Petra dedit_petro, petrus Diadema Radulpbo. © © 
The Crown were ſurely. well help'd up, if it were to be held 


at your Convenience, and the Emperour muſt lead the Patriarchs 
AHA II TITTY ona 

As to your 3d point, Tis juſt your way of Writing all along, 
nothing ſound or ſolid 18,offer'd at, only you think you've got 
the Great Secret, or the Philoſopbers Stone of Railing; and I'm apt 
to believe it, you've ſo Multiply d it in Projection; and as they 
into Cold, ſo you turn every thing you meet with into Railing. 
and yet the Secret is not Great, nor the Proceſs Long or Difficult, 
if a Man would Study it, and make a Trade ont. Every Scold 
hath it Naturally; tis but crying W hore lirſt, and having the laſt 
Word; and what ſocver r other Party lays, cry Oh / theſe are your 
Presbyterian ;Tricks ! Ob, theſe are the Old practices of Forty One! Oh 


* 
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the Fanaticks ! 0h the Regicides ! So that except the Manufacture of 
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Jer ferted en have dove no mote cken any Schvot-B 
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chan any School. Boy could 
have done on che lame 1 es But: as to that, MY. Sache wberel, Which 
you ſtill Incuſeate of the Tate Rebellion and Croll War, kick ſerves 
you as a Demonſtration for every thing; and the Dexeſtable Sen- 
tence and Execution of King Charles, which you often take occa- 
ſion tg Repreſent; again on che Scaffold. Lis now a great many 
Years ago, and after an Act of Oblivion and for onght can ſee, 
it had been as ſeafonable to have he WH Ce Roddy Coat, or 
Thomas a Beckett's Bloody Surplicſtdee. 
The chief of joe Ofendenare ng ſince, made ſatisfaction 

to Juſtice; . and the whole N 
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. 


* 


6 tion hath been Swept ſuffciently 


by the Terrible Scourges'of Heaven ; Tothat methinks your Mil 


95 


chievous Appetite might be Satiated. Whoever ſuffer d in thoſe 
Times, Her Majeſties Royal Anceſtors had much the greater Loſs 


and She is therefore the beſt Judge how long the Revenge ought ; 


to be purſued. - But if indeed out of your Stiperlative Care of 
Her Majeſty and your Livings, you are ataidef ome new Diſtur- 
bance of the ſame Nature, Let me ſo far ſatisfie you as I am ſa- 
tisfy d: The Diſſenters ſay, That they are bound e N to Act 
as far as they cis, and for the reſto Ser. But derade th e 
do mean Honeſtly, tis ſo hard a Chapter for one that thinks him- 
ſelf in the Right to ſuffer Extremities Patiently, that ſome think 


Mar, after ſuch an Interval, has been rais d again upon the ſame 
, 1 1 14417 * bad ea nn Dann k 1 5 
pretences. A new War, like a Book that would Sell, muſt have 
a new Title. To'be ſhort, the Diſſenters are ſo well ſatisfy'd with 


their Tolerarion, and with the Gracious Aſſhrances Her Majeſty 


has been pleaſed to give them of maintaining it; thatif there were 


any ſuch Knave, there can be no ſuch Fool among them, that would 
ever Harbour an ill thought of Her. And for you, I hope She is 
aſſur d of your Loyalty; ſo that I think you may enjoy your Li- 


Ving 


it impoſlible. I ſay next, That tis very ſeldom ſeen that a Civ 


} 


CP) 
ing and'Fellowſhip very Peaceably, which I know is all you 
Buſineſs. There Are as many occaſions of War, as there ate V. 
in a Nation, and therefore it concerns a Prince to be watchſul on 
all Hands. But ſhould Kings remember an Injury, as long as you 
Implacable Divines, or ſhould we take up Arms at your Peeks, to 
Revenge all your Bullying Quarels, the World would never be at 
quiet. Therefore, good Sir, let all thoſe things of former times; 
alone, and apply your ſelf to your own Buſineſe. 
But to conclude this point; whenever you will be pleaſed foi 
far to abate of the Exuberancy of your Fancy and Wit, and diſ- 
pence with your Ornaments and Superfluities of Invention ang. 
Satyr, as to deſcend to a Oentleman- like, and Scholarelike Dis: 
putation, back'd with other Authorities, beſides your on, to prove 
the Diſſenters to be Schiſmaticks and Hypocrites, Traytors and 
| Rebels; as alſo to prove that the Epiſcopal-Party in Scotland now 
Labour under a Bloody Perſecution from the Church there Eſta- 
bliſh'd. (For all which we have as yet only your bare Word, which 
proves nothing but your own Unpardonable Ignorance, Invete- 
ratè Rancour and Malice, as well matchleſs Front and Impudence) 
I dare undertake you ſhall have a full Anſwer, witha Name toit. 

I come now to the Fourth Point, which is Perſecut ion recom : 
mended; and this (notwithſtanding your Spurious Title) ap- 
pears plainly to he the main ſcope and deſign of your Diſcourſe. 
For Her Majeſty having been Graciouſſy pleaſed to Cotroborate 
the Toleration by Her Royal Promiſe to Maintam it; and yet 
for all this, a New Law having been Violenthy promoted by:'yau 
and your Party to Abridge Diſſenters ot the Priviledges they En- 
joy by it, Which was wiſecly rejected by Perſons of Hearts and 
Principles intirely Engliſb; (tor twere pity the whole Nation 
wou run Mad at once.) From that time Her Majeſty. and the 
Legiſlature fell into Diſgrace with you; and any one An 
5 yes 
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Eyes may diſcern that you do not afford them that Countenance 


aud Favour:which-they formerly Enjoy d: Hence it proceeds, 
rat y dare to Reproach Her Majeſty for ſne Wing Favour to ſucli 
datigerous Vipers fuels ravenous Wolves, fuck irreconcileable E- 
nemies to the Church and State, as the Diſſenters ; hence it is that 
you take upon you to find Fault with our Laws, as Deficient for 
chenſecuritycof the Government; and Inſtruct Princes, like Sancho, 
to Govern his Iſland; that you call out forPriſons and Pillorys; for 
Human Prefetment for your ſelf, and for his Puniſhment for all 
the Diſſenterd. Julian himſelf, who, I think; was firſt a Reader, 
aud held · forth in the Chriſtian Churches, before he turn d Apoſtate, 


and then Perſecutor; would not have out- done you inCruelty.; on 


I it is Cods Mercy, Mr. Sacheverel; that you ate not King. It 
were not unwiſely done indeed, if you could perſwade the Ma- 
giſtrate that all the Fanatich have but one Neckz ſo that he 


bur as for them; they would do well to /e watchſul, leſt you 
fnould have taken a Liſt of all their Names, and ſet Croſſes upon 
their Doors, againſt there may be occaſion. Vet, in the mean 
time, cannot but admire at your Courage, Who knowing how 
dangerous a Villain a Fanatic is; and how many of them there 
ate; yet dare thus openly Stimulate the Magiſtrate againſt them. 
It is ſure ſome ſign of the Peaceableneſs of their Principles, and 
of that Reftraint, under which their Tender Conſciences held 
them (of which you are ſenſible) when, nevertheleſs yourmay 
wall Nigha and Da) in ſafcty, tho twerę ſo euſie a ching zo Deifie 
you after the Antient manner, and no Man be the Wiſer. 
© Bur ſince the Government, for Subſtantial Reaſons, the depth 
of which your Lead cannot Fathom, bach thought ft to Indulge 
Diſſenters:in their Toleration. I hope Mr. Saclhewenel, that we 
tha | not ſee, wher-you have a mindipJunkerwith your Miſtreſs, 


thar 
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might take an occaſiòn to Cut off Non. Conformity at one blow 2 
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chat che Kntremeſſes ſhall 


(9) | 
ntrt be of a Funatich Gillets; nor that a 
Now-Oonfrmiſt's dead wol bv vip d as ole as Your Neft 
Drivles. Tie ſuffcient, Sir, that we know'iyour Inclihation, we 
know yout Abilities, and we know your Lodging, and when there 
is any further occaſion you will doubtleſs be ſent for: For to 
ſay the Truth, you are an excellent Tool, and more uſeful than 
Ten other Men. I will undertake that, rather than fail, you 
will be the Trapanner, the Informer, the Witneſs, the Attor- 
ney; the Judge, and if the Non-Conformiſt need the Benefit of 


the Book, you ſhall be Ordinary too; and ſay He's an Ignoraut 


Fellow; Non Legit; and to do him the laſt Chriſtian Office, 
you would be his Hangman. In the mean time you muſt be 
Contented to Enjoy it in Speculation, ſecure of all the Em- 


ployments, when they ſhall fall. For I know no Gentleman 


that will take any of them out of your Hands, altho' it be an 
ge, wherein Men cannot well Support their Quality, without 
ſome Acceſſion from the Publick. And for the Ordinary ſort 


of People they are, I know not by what Diſaſter, Abandon'd 


to Fanaticiſm; ſo that you muſt either do it your ſelf in Perſon, 
or be pleas d to Conſtitute the Chief Magiſtrate to be your 
Deputy: But Princes do indeed underſtand themſelves better, 
moſt of em, and do neither think it Decent, or Safe to take 
your Head- long Advice, or to Intruſt a Clergyman with their 


Authority: For whether it be that the Clergy are not ſo well 


fitted by Education, as others, for Political Affairs, I know not; 
yet 'tis generally obſerved, That things Miſcarry under their 
Government ; If there be any Counfel more Violent, more Pre- 
cipitate, more Rigorous, more Extream than other, that is theirs. 
The Reaſon that God does not Bleſs them in Affairs of State, 
is, becauſe he never intended them for that Employment; or 
He God therefore fruſtrates them, becauſe (cho they know 
Ly C | better) 


(9). 


better). they ſeek and manage their, Greafpeſsiby the Leſſer and 
Meanes Maxime; $herefore, good MreSethedidre/;\refiiyour elf 
Contented, Study Divinity more, and Politieksleſs; for I date 
aſſure you, you will not be thought to deſerve à Biſhoprick by 
your Invectives againſt Diſſenters, and Directing the Govern- 
ment how to uſel them, in that Saucy manner yqu have taken 
upon, you, to do fer this; inſtead e being a Service to tlic 
Queen and Churelty does them both the greateſti prejudice in 
the World neither unleſs Mien have better Principles at Home, 
are they likely toſbe Reduc d by your way of Arguing; or ra- 
ther Railingi gor the! it hath been long Practie d, I geyer ob- 
lerved, any, great Fuceels, by Reviling Nen into Conformity... 1 
bave heard that Charms may even invite the Moon out of Hea- 
yen, but I never could fee; her moved with the Rhetorick of 


* © = 
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4d thin Kit oughi to be ighly; P enal. for A ny Man to pretend 
than the Queen Expect, or the Law Requires: When you 
have done all, truly you muſt appear before Mr. SachewerePs Tri- 
bunal, and he hath a New, Teſt of his own to put to you. I 
mult confeſs at this Rate the Diſſgnters. deſerve ſome Compaſſi 
on, if after they have done to the utmoſt, they muſt ſtill be Sub- 
ject to the Wand of a Verger, or to the wanton Laſh of every 
Pedant, or run the Ganteloop as often as your Spleen wants to be 


* 


diverted by ſo agreeable an Entertainment. 
Jo conclude: y this Doctrine of yours, it is very manifeſt 


that yo, and others of aur Principles Repine at the Bleſſings 
the Nation now enjoys under Her Gracious Majeſty's moſt Benign 
and Proſperous Government, that you deſire nothing more than to 
Fiſhin Troubled Waters, to bring ahout another Reſtoration, by di- 
viding us at Home, in hopes that you. may thereby, have a Frines 
1 13 | | TIO * alter 
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ter your own Hearts, that will go your full length, that will firſt 
make all his People Slaves to his Arbitrary Will, and then ſuffer 


you and the reſt of your Faction to Enjoy as Abſolute a Domini- 
on over him. Bur ſince you are not to be pleas d but at ſo dear 


a Rate, I cant think it want of Charity to wiſh that you may | 


ever be Diſcontented. 

And now what remains, but thar, if you have any Sparks of 
Vertue Unextinguiſhd, you ſhould upon conſidering theſe 
things, retire into your Cloſet, and there Lament and Pine away 


for your Deſperate Folly, for the Diſgrace you have, as far as in yors 


lies, brought upon the Church of England, and for the Eternal 
Shame to which you have Condemn'd your own Memory, which 
that you may have the Grace to do, is the Hearty Defire of 


Moſt Worthy and moſt Reverend Sir, 


Your wery Unknown Servant. 


n—_— 


Printed in the Year, 1704. 
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Price Three-Pence. 
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